The Bearded Pig (Sus barbatus 1 in the 
Malay States 

By C. Bo den t Kloss 
(Plate VII) 

The late Messrs. H. C. Robinson and J. C. Moulton in their 
paper “The Bearded Pig (Sus barbatus) in the Malay Peninsula” 
wrote 1 . 

“We owe the remarkable discovery of the Bearded Pig in the 
Malay Peninsula to Dr. "W. S. Leicester an enthusiatic sportsman 
who obtained a single female specimen some years ago in the 
vicinity of Pekan, Pahang. The occurrence, however, was so re¬ 
markable and so at variance with preconceived ideas of geographical 
distribution that pending further evidence it was not considered 
advisable to place the occurrence on formal record. Now however 
that a further specimen has been obtained from the same locality 
there is no doubt whatever that the species must be regarded as a 

r - Journ. Straits Branch, Royal Asiat. Soc., No. 85, IQ22, pp. 202—203. 


[ 102 ] 


Bull. Raffles 




THE BEARDED PIG (SUS BARBATUS) IN THE MALAY STATES 

member of the Peninsula fauna, though as noted below we think it 
not improbable that its presence is really due to some extraordinary 
change resulting in the landing of a herd from Borneo, the home 
of the true Sus barbatus , or from the Rhio Archipelago where the 
rather dubious race S. barbatus oi Miller, is found. 

“In answer to queries Dr. W. S. Leicester wrote under date 
March 19th, 1918, in reference to the original specimen—a fully 
adult female: “Yes I am quite certain she was shot in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Pekan. I remember a herd of this breed appeared 
in the neighbourhood and 1 shot this large sow and several half 
grown ones from time to time but could not get at the big boar 
which was very cunning and got away every time. They were 
some time about Pekan but eventually disappeared and I have not 
come across any since”. 

“Dr. Leicester very kindly presented this specimen to the 
F. M. S. Museums. 

“Mr. J. E. Kempe, District Officer, Pekan, has now obtained 
the skull of a boar, which he has generously presented to the Raffles 
Museum, Singapore; he writes under date December 6th, 1921 : 
“It was shot by Towkay Lee Cheow,—an old Pekan character who 
has hunted and kept a pack these thirty years—about six weeks ago 
at a place called Sungei Genek, some two miles up river from Pekan 
town. lie gave me the skull and the description and told me that 
in all his experience extending over thirty-three years, and including 
the slaughter of thousands of pigs he had never seen such an animal 

. He told me that the remarkable things about it 

were its great length and height , but what impressed him most 
was the fact that it had a thick tuft of hair under each eye about two 
inches long and a good sized beard. 

“It weighed 180 katis (240 pounds) and was very emaciated. 
He said he thought, if in condition, it would have scaled 230 katis 
or more. It was a solitary boar.” 

“The above statement supports the suggestion that this animal 
was the last survivor of some herd that had gained access to the 
Malay Peninsula and which had not been able to maintain itself 
under exotic conditions. Possibly even, it was the actual boar to 
which Dr. Leicester refers. 

“The question then arises, is this pig indigenous in the Malay 
Peninsula, or is this particular record the result of some fortuitous 
visit by an adventurous pair—perhaps from Pulo Batam, 10 miles 
south of the southern extremity of Johore—who established them¬ 
selves for a brief period in Pahang? Native stories of a giant 
white pig in Johore undoubtedly refer to this species. On the 
whole we are inclined to think that it is not indigenous in the Malay 
Peninsula. Its rarity here—we know of no other examples having 
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been killed or seen authentically—seems to point to the fact of it 
being only an occasional visitor. If it were a Peninsula species in 
the strict sense, the geographical distribution would be difficult to 
explain. On the other hand one should not lose sight of the fact 
that under favourable circumstances sufficient individuals might 
reasonably come in from the Malayan Islands near the mainland 
and establish themselves for a noticeable period.” 

Mr. Kempe stated subsequently (in litt.) “This pig is perhaps 
an essentially forest and swamp loving animal, shunning the neigh¬ 
bourhood of man: if so it might exist in large numbers in the vast 
swamps of Bebar and the upper Rompin Rivers which are virtually 
unexplored” [both in south-east Pahang] : and, commenting on the 
view that the animals secured had come from the small islands south 
of .Singapore [where, and in the adjacent parts of Sumatra, Sus 
barbatus is comparatively well-known]. “It is hard to believe 
that the animal could have found its way here from the Rhio 
Archipelago which would involve crossing several large rivers and 
areas of most abysmal swamp” Mr. Kempe was, of course, quite 
right in not believing that the two individuals obtained had crossed 
the Straits of Singapore (ten miles wide) and travelled a hundred 
and fifty miles upcountry to Pekan. 

Later I took up the matter with the District Officer of Pekan, 
then Mr. W. Linehan, who wrote “The keeper of the local hunting 
pack (Lee Yeo Lim, goldsmith) informs me that he shot about ten 
whiskered pigs last year, but so far he has got none this year. He 
has given me a photograph of one of the animals shot last year 
which I send (Plate VII): the large individual is the one, the two 
smaller individuals are of the ordinary kind. There should be little 
difficulty in getting a specimen” : but Mr. Linehan was then trans¬ 
ferred and Mr. E. W. Mumford, of the Police, with whom I 
continued the correspondence, wrote “This breed, it seems, is fairly 
numerous around Pekan, but as far as I have seen adult boars are 
rare: out of the number we got last year none, I think, would have 
been sufficiently mature for your purpose. Most of the hunting done 
with the local pack is within a mile or two of Pekan and in this area 
pigs seem to have been rather scarce recently due, I think, partly 
to the hunting and partly to the recent hardness of the ground and 
general lack of water. From what I have seen the whiskered pigs 
seem to be most numerous during the wet monsoon [November— 
March] when they predominate over the other species. At other 
times they seem scarce, at least in the area round Pekan which can 
be beaten and where, due perhaps to regular hunting, adult boars 
appear to be very rare for I have not seen one in eighteen months. 
I hope to get a specimen for you further up-river”. 

But Mr. Mumford also, like Mr. Linehan, was soon transferred 
and was unable to make good his offer of assistance: and thus 
the matter stands at present. 
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A NEW SUB-SPECIES OF MALAYSIAN RAT 


When writing my paper on “Malaysian Bearded Pigs 1 ” I 
deliberately refrained from mentioning the Leicester material, feel¬ 
ing that such evidence alone was hardly sufficient to prove the 
occurrence of Sus barbatus in the Malay Peninsula, but Mr. Kempe’s 
example and the photograph of the animal in the flesh, together 
with the additional testimony, place the matter beyond doubt. 

-Sv vc -a- -5f 

On the plate accompanying this article I have referred to the 
common wild pig of the southern part of the Malay Peninsula as 
Sus scrofa vittatus ' 1 > jubatus. Sus vittatus Mull, and Schleg., 
is the Sumatran animal, Sus jubatus Miller, is the animal inhabiting 
Peninsular Siam and Tenasserim. The pig of Johore, at the south 
extremity of the Peninsula has been separated by Miller as Sus 
p eninsularis . 

Apparently in johore and in Singapore Island occurs an un¬ 
stable pig: in part approximating to, or being, vittatus ; in part 
approximating to jubatus . These latter are peninsularis having, on 
the whole, more complicated and larger molars and broader parietal 
constriction (or narrower nasals) than vittatus : but the width of 
the palate is unstable. Sus peninsularis does not fairly represent 
the local pig population, but only part of it. 





Malayan Pigs: Sus barbatus subsp, and S. scrofa vittatus>jubatus. 











